
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Asheville Sister Cities to Host Bastille Day Fundraiser 
Celebrating Inaugural Student Exchange 

 

Community Invited to Support International Friendship and Future Educational 
Programs 

ASHEVILLE, NC – June 23, 2025 – Asheville Sister Cities International (ASCI) invites 
the community to its annual Bastille Day Celebration and Fundraiser, presented by the 
Asheville Sister Cities Saumur Committee. This festive event will celebrate French 
culture and the enduring friendship between Asheville and its sister city of Saumur, 
France, as we begin the 30th anniversary year of this special relationship. The 
celebration will take place on Monday, July 14, 2025, from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM, at 
the Kimpton Hotel Arras. 

In addition to the 30th anniversary of Asheville’s partnership with Saumur, this year's 
event highlights a significant milestone: the inaugural three-week study abroad 
program for the UNCA Languages and Literatures Department, generously supported 
by our French sister city. Three UNCA students were welcomed into the homes of 
Saumurois host families, attended classes at the Lycée Duplessis-Mornay, met with 
local officials, and visited important cultural sites and businesses. ASCI and 
UNCA provided scholarship funding to support this impactful exchange, providing 
students with a rich cultural immersion and ample opportunity to put their French 
language skills to the test. 

Guests at the Bastille Day celebration will have the opportunity to hear firsthand 
from some of the participating students about their unique experiences, made possible 
by the generosity of supporters in Asheville and Saumur. This unique exchange 
program will be offered again in May 2026 to eligible UNCA students, and contributions 
raised at this year’s event will be specifically earmarked to support next year's program.  

The Saumur Sister City Committee is also actively exploring internship opportunities for 
French students seeking to gain experience in the US, much like Saumuroise Camille 
Hudon, who interned at the Hotel Arras last year as part of her tourism and hospitality 
studies. Given Hotel Arras’ pivotal role as a key community partner for ASCI, we are 
thrilled they are hosting this year’s celebration.  

Tickets for this event are $60 for ASCI members and $75 for non-members. 

 



Join us for an evening of French food and wine "entre amis" (between friends) and to 
honor the memory of three integral ASCI members who are no longer with us—Gail 
Jolley, Oscar Wong and Carl Chesick. 

To learn more and purchase tickets, please 
visit: https://ashevillesistercities.org/event/2025-bastille-
day/ 

 

About Asheville Sister Cities International 

Asheville Sister Cities International (ASCI) is a non-profit, volunteer 
organization dedicated to promoting peace through mutual respect, understanding, and 
cooperation—one individual, one community at a time—by creating and strengthening 
sister city relationships. Asheville currently has six active sister city relationships: 
Saumur, France; San Cristóbal de Las Casas, Mexico; Vladikavkaz, Russia; Atenas, 
Greece; Osogbo, Nigeria; and Karpenisi, Greece. 

 

Contact: [Margot Carrington] [ASCI Secretary] [ashevillesistercities@gmail.com] 
[ashevillesistercities.org] 
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