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Read inside about the exciting activities of ASCI’s

Valladolid and San Cristóbal de las Casas
Committees

Follow ASCI activities on the web!
http://ashevillesistercities.org
Like us on Facebook – keep up with ASCI news.

Mission Statement: Asheville Sister Cities, Inc. promotes peace, understanding, cooperation and sustainable partnerships through
formalized agreements between International cities and the City of Asheville, North Carolina. Website: www.ashevillesistercities.org
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Message from the President: From where I sit
By Andrew Craig
What could be more exciting for the organization than successful delegation visits? On the following pages you
will read about the delegation visits to San Cristóbal and Valladolid. Congratulations to Greg and Karon for
successful delegation visits!
Last week we had a table at the Greek Festival. Our efforts resulted in
gathering more than twenty names of folks interested in ASCI. Out of the
list of registrants, we are certain we can add members to our Karpenisi
Committee that Sophia is relentlessly recruiting for. A lot of interest is
being shown in the prospect of a delegation visit to Karpenisi next year.
Get on board now!! And thanks to all of you who volunteered to man the
table and talk to interested parties. And by the way, the food was great!
And if you did not attend our Celebration at Fontaine Vineyards, let me
tell you, you missed a fun event! Excellent wines from the vineyards, great
beer from Highlands, good food by Chef Michel., and dancing music by
MotownBlue. Our thanks to Fontaine Vineyards for helping us have a very
successful event! And, of course, many thanks to Jackie Craig and the
Social Committee members for planning this fine event! Didn’t I tell you
the view was magnificent!
As we move forward toward the end of 2015, we will be entering a busy
season for our families, where, in truth, is where our focus should be
during the holiday season. So, check the website and the Face Book page
for any schedule changes that might occur.
Thanks to all of you who support Asheville Sister Cities, with your money and your time. We could not be what
we are without either!

W A N T E D – PUBLIC RELATIONS PERSON!
Our talented and gifted PR person, Jeremy Carter, and his faithful companion, Molly Brown, have
moved on to greater things-teaching school in Salisbury, NC. We wish him every success, BUT,
Jeremy leaves a HUGE hole in our organization, as, thanks to Jeremy, we have an always up-to-date
Facebook page and web site, and untold hours of help in designing and organizing things for ASCI.
Having said this, we are in need to fill the Public Relations position on our board. The position is so
much more than PR. We need someone who is fluent in web design and maintenance, knows Facebook
inside and out, is on good terms with the eblast company, Constant Contact. Individual should also
have a relationship with someone, anyone, on the Citizen-Times, and be able to produce press releases,
often on short notice. I am sure there is more. So, if you are this person, or you know someone who
might be interested, ask them to get in contact with us. They can send a résumé to me at
kurmugon(at)bellsouth.net, and I will present it to the board and we will move on from there.

Karpenisi (Greece) committee planning 2016 trip
Sophia Ungert, our Karpenisi Committee Chair, announces that Andronikos Falangas, a new
member of the committee, is putting together an itinerary and getting prices for a trip to Karpenisi for
mid-May to mid-June. Individuals interested in this trip should attend a meeting on

Monday, October 19 at 6 PM.
33 Page, across from the Grove Arcade
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ASCI visit to San Cristóbal de las Casas
By Greg Clemons, SCdlC committee chair
¡Hola! The San Cristóbal de las Casas
committee of Asheville Sister Cities traveled
to our sister city August 4-11, 2015. Eleven
people participated in this amazing trip.
Among our group were two college
professors, an architect, a business
professor, a midwife, a teacher of ESL, a
nurse, a psychologist—and two wonderful
teenagers. As chair of the committee I must
admit this was the most meaningful trip to
San Cristóbal that I can recall. We never
stopped: we were on the ground for 7 days
and each day we were involved in one
project or more. While we reconnected with
old friends in San Cristóbal we also made
new ones. One of our goals for this trip was to establish working connections with counterparts who
can work with us on future projects. Several important connections were made. Most of our visits were
made as a group but several individuals made their own connections. Julie Pili, a midwife and Logan
Simmons RN visited Casa de la Partera, the House of the Midwife directed by Dr. Carmelita Herrera.
Sarah Delcourt, an ESL teacher from Yancey County, visited Casa Flores, a “home” for street children
in San Cristóbal. Drs. Paul Worley and Greg Clemons connected with students and teachers at the
Language School at UNACH, Universidad Autónoma de Chiapas. As a group we visited the primary
school where Inés Paniagua, a long-time friend of Asheville Sister Cities, teaches. Each of these visits
paved the way for future, joint projects between San Cristóbal and Asheville. In addition to working on
these various projects during our trip we delivered many medical and school supplies to the midwife
clinic and the schools. But the highlight of our
trip was a visit to Rancho Canaan, an
orphanage outside of San Cristóbal. There we
met the school´s director as well as the
children. Several of these youngsters shared
their stories about how they got to the
orphanage. Their touching testimonies
brought tears to the eyes of ALL of us.
Instead of rushing back to San Cristóbal after
our visit we all decided to pitch in pesos and
buy food and have lunch with the kids. It was
an afternoon none of us will forget! But
during our trip to San Cristóbal we had time
for fun. We took a boat ride down the Grand
Canyon of Mexico, the Sumidero Canyon.
Along our boatride we saw several river
crocodiles—from a distance of course in the safety of our boat. Our group visited the ancient ruins of
Toniná, one of the Mayan world´s major cities. We hosted an evening of food, drink, and networking
at a get-together at a local restaurant. We were the guests at the local Rotary Club where we were all
introduced. Hiram Marina´s parents hosted us at their home outside Tuxtla Gutiérrez for a lovely
afternoon meeting Hiram´s family, sharing stories with them, and having a wonderful meal together!
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Our plans for the upcoming year are very exciting. We have extended a warm invitation for our
friends in San Cristóbal Sister Cities to visit Asheville during 2016. We are planning to showcase
another play by director Hiram Marina, The Red Queen, in Asheville during late 2016. (Hiram’s play
Palenque Rojo was in Asheville in 2012 and was a huge success.) Our calendar is filling up with
amazing activities, so now is the perfect time to come to our meetings to learn about how you can
participate in these exciting endeavors that bring one of our Mexican Sister Cities here to Asheville.
Please email me at ncchamo(at)gmail.com or call me at (561) 927-8312 with any questions about our
committee and how YOU can be involved!

Exhibit – photos taken in Mexico during delegation visits
The sights, sounds and images of
Mexico were celebrated as Asheville
Sister Cities opened the photography
exhibit “Memories of Mexico” on
Friday, October 2.
Many of the displayed photographs
were taken in Asheville’s two Mexican
sister cities – Valladolid and San
Cristobal de las Casas. A rich cultural
heritage was shared and moments in time
on the streets of these enchanting cities
were featured. Musician Michael
Luchtan set the mood.
A very special display of children’s
art from San Cristóbal de las Casas was
also shown. Pieces by Mayan street children from Casa de Flores, which provides food, shelter, and
basic education to these wonderful young souls are helping raise money for their needs. High School
students in Zenquetic (a Mayan village 45 minutes outside of San Cristobal) also submitted works.

Bastille Day – un grand succès * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
On July 12, the Saumur Committee
hosted a fundraiser in celebration of
Bastille Day at Metro Wines. Crêperie
Bouchon and Metro Wines sponsored
the event. Some of the 100+ attendees
strolled through a mini French market
featuring the following local artists,
artisans and producers:
Crêperie Bouchon
City Bakery
Postre Local Caramel
Rose’s Garden Shop
The Hop Ice Cream Shop
Hominy Valley Organic Farm
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Asheville Tile Works
Jason Rafferty, local artist
Roxanne Clement, local painter
Tricia Johnson- local wood artist
AVL Wood and Steel
Inside the shop, we hosted a
silent auction, wine and cheese
tasting, and a trivia contest. We
would like to thank all
local businesses who donated items
to the auction and all who
participated in some way. We had
record attendance at this perennial
event with over 100 people
supporting Asheville Sister Cities.

Mayor Manheimer signs letter to Saumur Mayor
You may not be aware of it,
but Asheville’s relations with its
sister cities abroad is sometimes
vulnerable to the openness of each
city’s mayor to international
relations on another continent. This
has been the case with Saumur,
France. The city’s new mayor,
Jean-Michel Marchand, has
indicated a great deal more
enthusiasm for warming up our
mutual relations than we’ve seen in
a long time. (Saumur became
Asheville’s sister city in 1996.) In
this photo, Mayor Manheimer,
surrounded by Asheville Sister
Cities board members and friends,
is signing a letter being sent to
Mayor Marchand, indicating our excitement about future undertakings involving Asheville and
Saumur. The letter is being presented to John Sweets, who, in the course of leading tours to France, is
serving as ASCI’s roving ambassador to Saumur.
Pictured are, L to R, first row: Ken and Irene Richards, Jerry Plotkin and Larry Layton
Second row: Sandra Layton, Jessica Coffield, Mayor Manheimer, John Sweets, Allison Weems

Last Minute News Flash: Larry and Sandra Layton, during their travels in France, acting as roving
journalists, met with Mayor Marchand in early October. Monsieur le Maire expressed enthusiasm for a
number of new undertakings with Asheville, including possible student exchanges. More information
in the December/January newsletter. Watch for articles in the local newspapers.
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Valladolid Committee Welcomes Two Exchange
Students and their Families to Asheville!
By Karon Korp, photo courtesy of Gwen Hughes
We all know how much spending time in another country can broaden your horizons, and the
Valladolid committee is pleased to be hosting two students to study at Asheville High School this year.
Thanks to the hard work of
Valladolid Youth Chair Sybil
Argintar and our Committee Chair
in Valladolid, Evelin’ Carvajal,
who made it possible, a wonderful
gathering was held to introduce the
students and their families to
Asheville.
Cori Roscigno and Juan Carlos
(Dupi) Dupinet are busy making
new friends and settling in with
their host families. Pictured are: (L
to R): Juan Carlos Dupinet Thomas
Sr. and his wife Lea, and Cori’s
parents Diana and Eugenio
Roscigno. We invite the
membership to spend time with
these students while they are here,
especially on weekends. Have
them over for dinner. Take them
out shopping! Contact Sybil by email: sybil.argintar (a) yahoo.com to arrange an outing.
The Valladolid Committee meets the last Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm at ASCI, 33 Page
Avenue, and we encourage you to get more involved!

Memories of Mexico
Photo exhibit and sale at offices of ASCI
On October 2, the Valladolid and San Cristobal committees presented an amazing exhibit of photos
taken by members of our two Mexican Committees as they traveled in the Yucatan and Chiapas. In
spite of the terrible weather forecast, a great group came to admire and purchase a favorite photo or
piece of children’s art. Both committees would like to host this event on two additional dates to
provide other opportunities for membership to view this amazing work.

Friday October 16th – 5:30-8 pm and Saturday October 24th – 2-5 pm
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FOUNDING MEMBERS OF ASCI’S GIVING SOCIETY
Sybil Argintar and Gary Boyer
Ned and *Bunny Cabaniss
Jackie Craig
Andrew Craig, Current President
Sarah and Benoit Delcourt
Barbara Etsell
Paige Hansen
Gwen and *Carroll Hughes
Alice and George Keller
Karon Korp and *Russ Martin
Janna and *Rick Lutovsky
Marjorie McGuirk
Margaret and *Bill Mull
Jacquie Nightengale
Irene and **Ken Richards
Nancy and *Charlie Worley
Sophia Ungert
Allison and Jeff Weems
*past President of ASCI
** past NC State Coordinator for Sister Cities International
Make a difference in someone’s life… Please consider becoming a member of ASCI’s Giving
Society! This is a new initiative that will help provide scholarships to students and deserving
adults for travel with delegations to our sister cities. Our ASCI delegation trips are lifechanging experiences, especially for students who may be traveling abroad for the first time,
some leaving Western North Carolina for the first time in their lives.

New Members
Catherine Hass, Asheville

Kendall Foster, Asheville

Susan and Megan Lake, Asheville

New Corporate Member: Fontaine Vineyards
New Honorary Members:
Oscar Wong, Highland Brewing Company
Drew Walls, Renaissance Asheville Hotel
Tony Kiss, Asheville Citizen-Times
Father Michael Diavatis, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church.
President - Andrew Craig
Vice President – Marjorie McGuirk
Secretary – Alice Keller
Treasurer – Inge Robert
Past President – Russ Martin

kurmugon(at)bellsouth.net
marjoriemcguirk(at)gmail.com
gakeller(at)gakeller.com
irobert68(at)bellsouth.net
rmandkk(at) attglobal.net

Karpenisi Committee Chair Sophia Ungert
Osogbo Committee Chair (vacant)
San Cristóbal Committee Chair Greg Clemons
Saumur Committee co-chair Allison Weems
Saumur Committee co-chair Jerry Plotkin
Valladolid Committee Chair Karon Korp
Vladikavkaz Committee Chair Constance Richards

Sfungert(at)gmail.com
Marjoriemcguirk(at)gmail.com
Ncchamo(at)gmail.com
Weems.allison(at)gmail.com
Plotkingb(at)gmail.com
Karonkorp(at)gmail.com
Schtanzi(at)aol.com
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ASCI CALENDAR OF COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES
ASCI Board Meeting

3rd Thursday of each month – 5:30 pm, 33 Page Ave.

San Cristóbal Committee

2nd Thursday of each month – 5:30pm, 33 Page Ave.

Saumur Committee

4th Monday of each month – 5:30pm, 33 Page Ave.

Karpenisi Committee

Oct. 19, 6:00 pm, 33 Page Ave.

Valladolid Committee

Last Wednesday of the month - 5:30pm, 33 Page Ave.

Osogbo Committee

TBA

Vladikavkaz Committee

Time and Date TBA – Contact Committee Chair.

If you have a particular interest in a committee, please email the chairperson to confirm time & place.

ASHEVILLE SISTER CITIES, INC.
P. O. Box 2214
Asheville, NC 28802

