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in a stressed-out world 

 
Follow ASCI activities 
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http://ashevillesistercities.org 

 
Mission Statement:  Asheville Sister Cities, Inc. promotes peace, understanding, cooperation and sustainable partnerships through 
formalized agreements between International cities and the City of Asheville, North Carolina. Website: www.ashevillesistercities.org 
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Message from the President 
by Ken Nelson 

 
 Looking Both Ways 
I am sure that all of us were told as children to “look both ways” 
before crossing the street.  As I write my last column for 2020 
before “crossing over” to 2021 and (fingers-crossed) a return to 
more normal times, I do want to take a moment to “look both 
ways” at where ASCI finds ourselves today: 
• Looking at the negatives as well as the positives – there is 
no doubt that we all missed out on many of the exciting 
opportunities in which a lot of us had invested a great deal, and 
that is truly something we all regret.  At the same time, I was 
heartened by how many of the committees have and continue to 

adapt to the COVID times – from Zoom Board meetings to the Dunkeld and Birnam Virtual 
Church Service, from our website redesign to the Saumur Committee’s wine and cheese 
tasting, and of course the exciting wheelchair project with our Mexican City Committees 
coordinating with a number of both local and Mexican Rotary clubs, we remain a relevant part 
of our community. 

• Looking both inward and outward – at our core Sister Cities’ mission is a “two-way street”; we 
give to our sisters and get back from them in return.  Our student exchange with Saumur was a 
great undertaking and something to be proud of; hopefully our Asheville students will be able 
to complete the circle and travel there in 2021. And as we all have mastered the fine art of 
“Zooming”, I look to our committees to incorporate these virtual technologies to build even 
closer relationships with our Sister organizations “down the road:” 

• Looking back but also ahead – ASCI has achieved great things, and we will always be indebted 
to the many long serving members who blazed the trail for our organization.  At the same time, 
I am excited to look ahead and to engage with the next generation of Asheville citizen 
diplomats.  My goal for 2021 is to work with our Board to continue building that bridge linking 
that trail of our tremendous past to the highway of our awesome future! 

To quote Jack Kerouac, “The road must eventually lead to the whole world.”  Let’s keep our 
momentum as we chart our course for this new, challenging but exciting decade.  Wishing all of you a 
peaceful Holiday Season and a New Year full of hope and promise.  
 
 

Robert Burns Virtual Dinner /  January 25, 2021 
Details to follow. 

 
SAVE THE DATE:  January 31: Our VIRTUAL ASCI ANNUAL MEETING 

 
Now is the right time to renew your membership in ASCI! 
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New Year's Eve "Midnight in France" Wine Tasting  
with Metro Wines & JP Bourgeois 
  
Join Metro Wines and wine importer Jean-Philippe Bourgeois for an early (at least for us here in 
NC) celebration as France says bienvenue to 2021 (and bids a not-so-fond adieu* to 2020!). The 
Zoom festivities will begin at 5:00 pm EST (11:00 pm in France) and is free for all to attend but you 
do need to sign up in advance. Philippe will be pouring four French wines from women wine-
makers, and Metro will be selling the "four pack" in advance for everyone to enjoy in their own 
chateau. We will count down to midnight and raise a glass of champagne  
as we toast to all of our continued health and to better days ahead. And 
if the bubbles so move you, there will be a link to donate to our Saumur 
Committee as it begins its work in the new decade. 
  
La veille du Nouvel An! Nous espérons vous y voir! 
 
*For our French learners:  Au revoir means “Till next time.” 
Adieu means “We’ll never see each other again.” Bon débarras = “Good riddance.” 
 

 

News from our Joanne Sarandaenas in Karpenisi 
     Greece is going through another total lockdown as of Nov 6th until the first or second week of 
December. We are now going through the second wave of Covid 19. This time we have too many 
cases and the health system is on the edge. It has now spread all over Greece. even in small towns and 
villages with hospitals having reached their maximum capacity. You can read this article to get a 
picture of the situation.  
 https://www.ekathimerini.com/259502/article/ekathimerini/news/greece-faces-renewed-lockdown-as-
pressure-on-hospitals-rises   
     Evrytania and specifically Karpenisi, which was the only Covid-free area in Greece 
for over 9 months, has now more than 140 cases in only two weeks. We all stay home 
while retail shops have all closed, only Supermarkets, Grocery stores, pharmacies and 
bakeries are open. We have to send SMS s, to a specific government number in order to 
get out of the house and only for these specific reasons: doctor, food shopping, bank, 
helping others in need, daily exercise, walking pets.   
     If our lock-down is over by the first week of December, we can perhaps have a 
Zoom call with Asheville Sister Cities people calling around then. We will be in 
touch soon. Stay safe!!!! 
     Comment from the chair of the Karpenisi committee 
Even though the situation in Greece is bad right now, on the advice of our travel 
agent, we are hopeful that things will be much improved by May, so we are 
planning a delegation to Karpenisi from May 20th-29th with trips to Athens and 
Delphi included. The price is the same as last year – 710 Euros for a double room – 
and includes accommodation and transportation and some meals. The delegation is 
open to all current members of Asheville Sister Cities. If you would like to know 
more, please contact Dr. Sophie Mills by December 31st, 2020 smills(at)unca.edu. 
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Saumur Committee Wine & Cheese Zoom get-together 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The Saumur Committee hosted a Virtual French Wine and Cheese Tasting in partnership with the South 
Slope Cheese Co. and Ben Zonnevylle from Advintage Distributing provided the education and the 
provision! Former Saumur mayor, Jean-Michel Marchand, and his wife Anne-Marie sent us a photo 
from Saumur where they joined us in spirit! We were able to taste cheese and wine pairings such as Picpoul 
De Pinet with Fromager d'Affinois and La Source Côtes Du Rhône with Saint Nectaire and Comte. Local 
partnerships are important to establish a shared knowledge of our Sister City of Saumur, France in our 
community. New faces joined us for the event and we were able to share a delightful hour in a year that has 
been challenging for many to make connections. 
 

New Wheelchair project in Mexico 2021 
      San Cristóbal de las Casas, Tapachula and Valladolid Committees and 
friends are all working together to send 280 wheelchairs to our friends in 
Mexico to distribute to the many in need of mobility. ASCI has received a  
$21,000 matching grant from the Wheelchair Foundation to deliver these 
chairs to Mexico. We must complete the funding by Dec. 21st and have our 
order in place by the end of this year – or we lose the matching grant. ASCI 
membership and friends are working with the Asheville Breakfast Rotary 
Club, the Madison County Rotary Club and the Asheville Downtown Rotary 
to ensure the success of this much needed project. 
     We would be honored to have your participation in this project by 

sponsoring a chair for $75 each – or several chairs if you can do so.  We welcome all gifts to this 
project.  Please mail your donation to ASCI/Wheelchairs, PO Box 2214, Asheville, 28802 by Dec. 
20th. We are getting close to our goal but need your help to make this happen and honor our 
commitment to our Sister Cities in Mexico. Thank you to all ASCI Membership and Friends. 
     We want you to see the joy and grateful expressions in the images of those who received 
wheelchairs on our first distribution trip. As our delegation group traveled around the city of San 
Cristóbal and outlying areas to distribute chairs to individuals, special ed schools, and clinics, we were 
all overcome with emotion -- adults able to be independent for the first time, children able to be mobile 
and join in school life. The excitement of new possibilities was evident. We sincerely hope that you, as 
ASCI members will join in to help fund this important project for our friends in Mexico. 
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HEARTFELT WHEELCHAIR DISTRIBUTION TO SAN CRISTOBAL – 2018 
 

 
ß 2 adult recipients at Zenquentic with ASCI, Rotary-
Asheville and San Cristóbal members 
 
 
 

 
 

at Las Rosas special ed 
school with San 

Cristóbal Rotary 
and ASCI  à 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ß  Special needs child with ASCI team – 
(climbed a mountain to reach him!) 

Many thanks.  
Gwen and Carroll Hughes, Lori Davis, BJ Tankersley,  

Jane Goldthwait and the San Cristóbal Committee.  
 
My Most Memorable Visit to Valladolid – 
The Wheelchair Project Completion, January 2018     By Karon Korp, Past President 
     When we first visited Valladolid with Archeologist George Stuart in 
2009, we immediately fell in love with the city. Since then, I’ve made 
five visits there, always warmly welcomed by the community and our 
hard-working Comité de Valladolid. By far, the most memorable trip was 
the completion of The Wheelchair Project, and meeting with the local 
children, their parents, and citizens in need. We visited hospitals, medical 
clinics, schools, and gave people with disabilities a new life of mobility. 
We assembled wheelchairs everywhere we went, and so many people 
from Valladolid volunteered to help…their municipal government, Coca 
Cola distributor Bepensa, Club Rotario, the list was long. Most touching 
of all was our visit to Dzitnup Elementary School, and the precious child 
who received a new wheelchair, tears streaming down her mother’s face, 
tears of joy and happiness. We’ve delivered books, school supplies and computers over the years to 
this school, but this moment was beyond special. Please take a moment and purchase a wheelchair! 
Your $75 goes a LONG way!! 
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OSOGBO (Nigeria) Committee by Eboné Graham, chair 
Osogbo partnered with the City of Asheville in 2010 and through this partnership, both communities 
have hosted delegations in their city highlighting business, educational, tourism, and economic 
development programs. In 2018, our committee reconfirmed our commitment to this sister city 
relationship between Asheville, North Carolina, and Osogbo, Nigeria to further develop friendships, 
mutually agreed upon projects, exchanges, and partnerships for the benefit of both communities.  To 
learn more about Osogbo or to learn how to get involved with the committee, please email Committee 
Chair Eboné Graham at ebone.graham99(at)gmail.com. 
 
Past Projects and Events: 
 

● Asheville Sister Cities and OASCA partnered in 2010 – 2012 with Wilmington Sister Cities, 
and won a grant of $115,000 from SCI/Bill and Melinda Gates African Urban Poverty 
Alleviation Programme (AUPAP), where 29 hand-pump bore holes were dug for fresh water, in 
and around Osogbo. 

● Both cities have worked with other international partners through Sister Cities International and 
in 2012 - 2014 OASCA was awarded a $100,000 grant under the Sino African Initiative(SAI) 
project for the improvement of health care in Osogbo through the update of The Atelewo 
Primary Health Care Centre. 

● An official delegation from Osogbo visited Asheville April 16 – 25, 2018 and the City looks 
forward to welcoming The Deputy-Governor, State of Osun, Otunba Grace Titlayo Laoye-
Tomori, her staff, and the Osogbo Asheville Sister Cities Association/OASCA Committee 
Delegates. The 2018 delegation 
created new partnerships and 
opportunities for educational and 
cultural interactions with UNCA 
and AB Tech, and many other 
local organizations. 
 

Osogbo get-together in 2014 
 

Our Current Projects: 
 

● The Osogbo committee will launch 
its 2nd wheelchair project in 
February 2021. 

● We are working with OASCA to develop a project to encourage and empower female pregnant 
adolescent participants who hitherto have been despised and abandoned. 

● We will resume planning an Asheville delegation visit to Osogbo Nigeria as soon as it is 
deemed safe to travel. 
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A bit of nostalgia in these trying times: 
 

 
 
Christmas and other holidays of this season are celebrated all throughout our sister cities, but there was 
always one place in Asheville where Christmas was celebrated all year long! Founders of the 
Saumur/Asheville connection, Dennis and Barbara Hodgson first adorned their home with glistening 
trees (note the tree hanging upside-down!) and all sorts of global Christmas decorations when they first 
moved in -- and never took them down. 
 
Beyond Saumur, every delegation from our Sister Cities has memories of the eternal Christmas House,  
in the stately Asheville home once inhabited by the famous William Jennings Bryan. To quote Charles 
Dickens, "I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year." Barbara and Dennis 
certainly supported Dickens. 
 
Another of our ASCI "Christmatologists" who often displayed Christmas decorations were Marylyn 
and Jim Seyler. To visit their homes was always a treat that created magical memories for Sister City 
visitors from all our far-flung cities. Dennis Hodgson, himself originally Australian, would have been 
thrilled to know that our 7th sister City Dunkeld&Birnam is is the UK. Suggested by Ken Richards 
 

Our 2020 Corporate Members 
Eartheart Network, Kudzu Brands, Purplecat Networks, Spaceplan 

 
President -  Ken Nelson                      knelson (at) bluedeltaenergy.com 
Vice President – Andrew Craig          kurmugon (at) bellsouth.net 
Secretary – Alice Keller                      gakeller (at) gakeller.com 
Treasurer – Jackie Craig                     appcraft (at) bellsouth.net 
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ASCI COMMITTEE CONTACTS 
 
ASCI Board Meeting   3rd Thursday of each month – 6:00 pm 
     United Way Office Conference Room, 50 S. French Broad Ave 
Dunkeld&Birnam Committee  time and date TBA – Contact Committee Chair 
     Rick Lutovsky – rlutovsky (at) gmail.com 
San Cristóbal Committee   2nd Thursday, 5:30 pm 
     Gwen Hughes – gwengh (at) charter.net 
Saumur Committee   4th Monday of each month – 5:30pm 
     Jessica Coffield – jeallen8 (at) gmail.com 
Karpenisi Committee   1st Monday of the month 
     Sophie Mills – smills (at) unca.edu 
Valladolid Committee   4th Wednesday of the month – 6:00pm  
     Janell Cooper – janellcooper7 (at) gmail.com 
Osogbo Committee   1st Monday of the month (contact Chair for time and venue) 
     Eboné Graham – ebone.graham9 (at) gmail.com 
Vladikavkaz Committee   Time and Date TBA – Contact Committee Chair 
     Constance Richards – schtanzi (at) aol.com 
Global Outlook Committee  Jay Harris – jayharrisglobal (at) gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

ASHEVILLE SISTER CITIES, INC. 
P. O. Box 2214 
Asheville, NC 28802 
 


