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Promoting International Partnerships 

Welcoming our new president 

Karon Korp 
As your new President, I wish you 
could see through my eyes what a 
vibrant and purposeful 
organization we are. It’s been 
almost twenty years since I first 
became involved with ASCI, and 
our work is as important and 
relevant now as it was then. 
Fresh on the heels of our very 
successful “La Noche de Mexico” 
event, I applaud the hard work of 
both the San Cristóbal and 
Valladolid committees, volunteers, 
sponsors, and Rotary Club 
members. With a talented and 

resourceful Board and Leadership Team of Committee chairs, 
we have an amazing and ambitious 2017 planned! (See our 
Calendar of Events on the website.) There are incoming and 
outgoing delegations for several sister cities. Our partnerships 

(Continued on page 2) 
 

Follow ASCI activities on the web! 
http://ashevillesistercities.org 

Like us on Facebook – keep up with ASCI news. 
Mission Statement:  Asheville Sister Cities, Inc. promotes peace, understanding, cooperation and sustainable partnerships through 
formalized agreements between International cities and the City of Asheville, North Carolina. Website: www.ashevillesistercities.org 
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Welcoming the new President of ASCI, continued 
with area schools and Universities are expanding. The Wheelchairs for Mexico project is well 
underway. Our new sister city in Dunkeld-Birnam, Scotland, will be brought into the ASCI family. 
And a Fabulous Fall Fundraiser is being planned. There’s more….. It does take a village! And many 
hands make light work. I encourage you to be involved with our programs and projects this year.  
Best regards, Karon Korp 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MOBILITY FOR MEXICO:  THE WHEELCHAIR PROJECT 
     ASCI’s two Mexican Committees recently held an event co-sponsored by the Asheville Breakfast 
Rotary Club to fund our wheelchair project. Our goal is to deliver 110 Wheelchairs of mixed sizes to 
San Cristóbal de las Casas and to Valladolid to those in need of mobility.  
     “La Noche de Mexico” festival was well attended. Sponsors stepped up to fund 12 Wheelchairs 
plus an additional $1000 was raised that will help to ensure the success of the project by our two 

dedicated committees. Our grand total of sponsored wheelchairs to 
date is 23!   
     The total cost for the 110 chairs, that will include shipping and 
delivery to San Cristóbal is $16,500. We are proud to announce 
that we are halfway to our goal. THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE 
DONATED:  ASCI, Rotary, individual sponsors and Rotary in 
Mexico. 
     The delivery of the chairs will be 4-6 months after final funds 
are sent to the Wheelchair Foundation. The arrival of the chairs 
will be celebrated in both of our cities by ASCI members on site 
and local citizens. Chairs will be trucked by a private concern to 
Valladolid.   
     Club Rotario de San Cristóbal and Club Rotario Valladolid 
Pueblo Mágico are also co-sponsoring this project. ¡Muchas 
Gracias!   
     This project will be on-going until the goal is reached. If you 

would like to help support the project and help so many in both our sister cities, please visit the ASCI 
website for the link to make a donation. You will receive a 5x7 image of the wheelchair (as shown 
here) done by ASCI long-time friend, Kiki Suarez of San Cristóbal that reads “Enjoy the colors of life 
even in a wheelchair.” And of course, a letter of thanks. ASCI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit and your gift is 
tax deductible.   
Sincere thanks to all. 
     The ASCI Mexican committees of San Cristóbal de las Casas and Valladolid 
If you have questions, please contact gwengh (at) charter.net .        

SAUMUR committee preparing delegation 
 During the last week of June, 2017 a group of 23 members of the Saumur committee will take 
part in a visit to Asheville’s French sister city, Saumur, in the Loire Valley southwest of Paris. Co-
chairs Allison Weems and Jessica Coffield have been hard at work, coordinating the visit with the 
Office of the Mayor of Saumur, with hotels, restaurants, and Thomas Meunier, a French winemaster 
who has ties to Asheville and who will serve as our guide to wineries. Committee member Jerry 
Plotkin, a retired French instructor, has arranged for once-a-week French language sessions for 
delegation members who have had little or no previous French instruction. 
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WCU faculty member chosen for Fulbright US Scholar 
Program 
RANDALL HOLCOMBE		FEBRUARY	23,	2017	(amended)	

WCU faculty member Paul Worley will be among approximately 800 
American scholars and professionals conducting research and teaching in 
foreign lands next year through the Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program. 
     Dr. Worley expects his research in the Mexican state of Chiapas will 
have a significant impact on the field of language acquisition and the 
teaching of English in both the U.S. and Mexico. 
     Worley’s project in Mexico also will include an indigenous focus. He 
will be teaching English at a university in the Mexican state of Chiapas 
and collaborating with faculty members there to create English language 
pedagogical materials designed to assist speakers of the Mexican 
indigenous language Tsotsil Maya as they seek to become teachers and 
speakers of English. Worley will be traveling to Chiapas in August and 
working on the project at the university through spring 2018. 
     “English-as-a-second-language programs in the U.S. and Mexico often 
assume that their students speak Spanish as a first language, which means 
that the curricula are not designed to meet the needs of other linguistic 
groups,” he said. 
     “The teaching component of my project is crucial insofar as it will provide me with first-hand 
experience in teaching English to speakers of Mexican indigenous languages that will, in turn, inform 
this research,” Worley said. “The project will have a broad impact on the field of language acquisition 
and the teaching of English on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border. As Western North Carolina is 
home to speakers of more than 10 Mexican indigenous languages, with Tsotsil being among them, 
WCU will benefit from greater opportunities for engagement with those communities when I return.”	

 
Membership Renewal 
It's that time of year to remember to renew your membership to Asheville 
Sister Cities. It may be annoying to have to redo the application form each year, but some of our 
members have changed email addresses, phone #, or have decided that there is an additional committee 
to join and get information about.  Please make your check payable to Asheville Sister Cities (or 
ASCI) and send to PO Box 2214, Asheville, NC 28802. A mail-in renewal is the most convenient way 
to do it. We look forward to having you with us for the upcoming year, and hope to see you as we 
mingle at our various committee meetings.  The print-ready online application can be found at  
http://www.ashevillesistercities.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/membership-application-2016.pdf 

 
President -  Karon Korp                      Karon(at)ashevillerealtygroup.com 
Vice President 
Secretary – Alice Keller                       gakeller(at)gakeller.com 
Treasurer – Jackie Craig                     appcraft(at)bellsouth.net 
Past President – Andrew Craig           kurmugon(at)gmail.com 

 

Hannah Palmer of UNC-CH 
and Dr. Paul  Worley 
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Gabriela Aragonez visits Valladolid 	
The	visit	went	really	well.	I	
started	by	visiting	two	of	the	
schools	that	do	the	letter	
Exchange	and	had	a	wonderful	
time	talking	to	the	students,	
listening	to	them	sing,	and	
collecting	letters	for	students	
here	in	Asheville.	I	also	met	
with	the	mayor	and	we	spoke	
extensively	about	our	
programs,	delivered	the	letter	
from	the	mayor	of	Asheville	to	
her,	and	told	her	about	the	
purpose	of	my	visit.	That	night	I	
met	with	Valladolid’s	own	

Sister	Cities	committee	and	
we	spoke	extensively	about	
our	projects	and	about	all	the	
wonderful	things	we	have	
going	on	for	this	year.	The	
following	day	I	spend	the	
morning	visiting	Dzitnup.	I	
was	sad	to	see	that	students	
did	not	go	to	school	that	day	
because	the	teachers	were	
very	busy	getting	ready	to	
open	the	new	area	of	the	
library.	I	did	have	the	
opportunity	to	visit	with	all	

of	them	as	well	as	with	the	
principal	who	graciously	
gave	me	a	book	about	Mayan	
history	in	Spanish	and	in	
Maya.	I	will	donate	this	book	
to	Avery	Elementary	here	in	
Asheville	because	I	know	
how	great	it	will	be	to	share	
it	with	the	Spanish	
Immersion	students	in	that	
school.	I	left	Dzitnup	full	of	
love	and	anxious	to	be	back	
soon.	Gabriela	
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New Osogbo co-Committee 
Chair 
Meet the new leadership of the Osogbo Committee - Sandra Frempong, 
who will co-chair with Katie Ryan and be assisted by Isaac Owolabi.  
Their immediate focus will be to build this committee and prepare for a 
delegation from Osogbo that has been invited to come in the late fall. 
The next meeting will be April 6th, 5:30pm at the Collider in the Wells 
Fargo Building in downtown Asheville.  If you are interested in being a 
part of this group please contact Sandra- sandraf@letsexploreafrica.net.  
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San Cristóbal de las Casas Committee 
  
     Our committee has been focused on the Wheelchair project and we are proud of the success of the 
event.  Thanks to our collaboration with the Valladolid Committee, La Noche de Mexico did well for 
this project. BUT, OUR MOST SINCERE THANKS GOES TO 67 BILTMORE – EMILY AND 
ADAM THOME – FOR THEIR AMAZING GIFT OF THE PERFECT SPACE, INCREDIBLE 
FOOD AND AMAZING STAFF TO HELP US ACHIEVE THIS SUCCESS!  MANY THANKS 
67B!!  AND TO OUR OWN LORI DAVIS FOR HER HOURS OF WORK ON P.R., FOOD AND 
STAFFING THE EVENT.    
     The next steps for our committee will be to begin planning activities in conjunction with Dr. Paul 
Worley’s Fulbright scholarship to San Cristóbal for the school year and possible student delegation 
while he is there. To help with student scholarships, there will be an Indigenous Maya movie night 
followed by a talk at the Mad Batter in Sylva on March 20th at 6pm. The two movies are Mu Drua (My 
Land 2011 from Columbia) and Sacbe: The Path of the good Life (2017 Yucatan). Paul and several 
students are also presenting a small silent auction at this event. We hope to have Sacbe shown in 
Asheville over the summr.  
     We will also be working with Dr. Dylan Clark of UNCA to facilitate activities at Boundary End, the 
library of our friend the late Dr. George Stuart. Dylan will be assuming a management position there 
on site.  And of course, we will be  planning a delegation visit to greet the arrival of the wheelchairs 
once that date has been determined.   
     FROM BOTH MEXICAN COMMITTEES AND ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE MAYA 
WORLD:   An exhibit “Maya Revitalization: Identity, History and Heritage” will be on display in the 
Ramsey Library from 2-10pm on Tuesday, April 11th.  There will be a reception and an opportunity to 
meet the student curators from 5-6:30pm.  The curators include 15 students from R.L.Patton High 
School in Morganton, NC and 10 Yucatec Maya students from the Universidad de Oriente in 
Vallaodlid, MX. This is an event sponsored by InHerit and their Museums Connect Project connecting 
students through their history. Dr. Gabrielle Vail of UNC-CH, a member of Sister Cities in Chapel 
Hill, will be traveling with the students.  

 
The Tale of two Sister Cities…almost 
By Ken Richards 

Ned Cabaniss accepts the Best Cities award for ASC 

 at 1997 SCI conference in San Diego, California 
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Karakol, Kyrgystan                                                          Gwynedd, Wales                                     

      …And then there was CAMELOT, a dream 
that has endured since King Arthur and his 
knights made a better world as they moved 
from the round table to carry charity 
throughout the land. In a similar sense 
Asheville Sister Cities once courted Gwynedd, 
Wales, as well as Karakol, Kyrgyzstan. One courtship never began and 

another faded into a dream of what once was. 
      Asheville Sister Cities courted Gwynedd, Wales in 1994. The signed agreement from this Welsh 
city arrived in Asheville but has laid dormant these many years. However, the Sister Cities agreement 
between the mayors of Asheville and Karakol opened with a youth exchange project.  
      Pursuing the relationship with Karakol was ASCI member Ned Cabaniss. Equipped with mastery 
of the Russian language, Ned escorted Asheville students to visits with this former republic of the 
Soviet Union. Its heritage is heavily influenced by China whose border is but 90 miles from Karakol. It 
became a Russian military outpost founded on July 1, 1869.  Karakol grew in the 19th century after 
explorers came to map the peaks and valleys separating Kyrgyzstan from China. In the 1880s Karakol's 
population surged with an influx of Dungans, Chinese Muslims fleeing warfare in China. 
      Later that year the mayor of Karakol visited Asheville with a 
delegation of city officials. Of great interest to the delegation 
was the American way of building. They photographed such a 
house under construction in the Montford area. The photos were 
to be displayed in the city hall in Karakol to show this building 
concept. Interest waned between our two cities. What once was 
transitioned to become a pleasant dream of experiencing another 
culture from a far distant land. Following a long-established 
ASCI tradition, ASCI president during the Karakol beginnings 
Dennis Hodgson and his wife Barbara hosted the visiting 
students along with ASCI members for a home reception. 
 

 
Ned and Bunny 
Cabaniss with 
Asheville (left) and 
Karakol (right) 
students who took 
part in a four-week 
exchange, 
including two 
weeks in Asheville 
and two weeks in 
Karakol. 
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ASCI CALENDAR OF COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 
 
ASCI Board Meeting   3rd Thursday of each month – 5:30 pm 
     In Parks & Rec Bldg, 72 Gashes Creek Rd, Asheville 
San Cristóbal Committee  April 28, 5:30 pm 
     Lori Davis – loel.davis(at)gmail.com 
Saumur Committee   4th Thursday of each month – 5:30pm 
     Jessica Coffield – jeallen8(at)gmail.com 
Karpenisi Committee   Time and place TBA 
     Andronikos Falangas – androfal(at)yahoo.com 
Valladolid Committee   Last Thursday of the month – 6:00pm 
     Gabriela Aragonez – gabrieladaragonez(at)gmail.com 
Osogbo Committee   April 6 – 6:00 pm (the Collider/Wells Fargo Bldg on Haywood) 
     Sandra Frempong -- sandraf (at) letsexploreafrica.com.   
Vladikavkaz Committee  Time and Date TBA – Contact Committee Chair.  
     Constance Richards – schtanzi(at)aol.com 
 
If you have a particular interest in a committee, please contact the chairperson to confirm time & place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ASHEVILLE SISTER CITIES, INC. 
P. O. Box 2214 
Asheville, NC 28802 
 


