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Annual Meeting! Sunday, Jan 29
Grove Arcade Conf Room 3-5pm

Follow ASCI activities on the web!
http://ashevillesistercities.org
Like us on Facebook – keep up with ASCI news.

Mission Statement: Asheville Sister Cities, Inc. promotes peace, understanding, cooperation and sustainable partnerships through
formalized agreements between International cities and the City of Asheville, North Carolina. Website: www.ashevillesistercities.org
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TZAKBU – QUEEN OF THE MAYA
Producer and friend, Hiram Marina brought his amazing performance group back to Asheville to
perform the story of TzakBu. After arriving in Charlotte, the group was transported to the Richard
Reynolds Arts for Academics High School in Winston-Salem where former delegate and student
Sydney Ghosthorse (granddaughter of BJ Tankersley) introduced them to the student body for a mini
performance and little workshops in music and Maya history.
We then traveled to Cullowhee to prepare for the textile exhibit by Dr. Paul Worley and visit from
the Mexican Consul. Workshops were held in dance, music, and a Skype call was made to Fanny
Lopez who actually made the discovery of TzakBu’s burial
site. The actors performed to a house full of WCU students
and area residents. Saturday, the group met Roseanna Belt
at the Museum of the Cherokee Indian for a tour and lunch.
Then on to a very special and moving experience at
Kituwah where the Maya and the Cherokee shared sacred
rituals.
Benji with Adam of 67 Biltmore

Returning to Asheville on a Saturday night must have
been a cultural shock for the group as they were dropped
off downtown for some free time!!
Sunday was a busy day with two performances at Diana
Wortham and a reception for sponsors at ALOFT hotel. On
Monday, most went shopping, but a few visited Biltmore
Estate and very duly impressed. After dinner with ASCI
Mexican Committee members at Piazza, we drove to
Gastonia to be close to the airport for their 6am
departure. What an
amazing experience. This
group made contact with
so many high school and
university students,
encouraging them to learn
more about their culture.
Ceremony at the
Cherokee mound
Our sincere thanks to
67 Biltmore – Adam and
Emily – for sponsoring
the food and snacks for
the group for the entire
day on Sunday at Diana Wortham. And thanks to our Lori Davis for her hard work to deliver and
serve!! Our thanks to Western Carolina University for their outstanding interest in this performance,
the workshops, and the textile exhibit that brought textiles from this area of Chiapas for all to see and
enjoy. Thanks to ALOFT hotel for allowing us to use their lobby space for gathering, and for the
reception for sponsors. Thanks to Noah Hughes and Craig Mailloux for their outstanding photos (that
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will be on display at an upcoming event in 2017). Thanks to all of you who purchased special sponsor
tickets to see the show and attend the ALOFT reception. Thanks to those of you who home hosted!
Thanks to all who came to see the show. Thanks to BJ Tankersley and Carroll Hughes who drove vans
and U-Hauls filled with happy people and
props.
Jumper Hiram and the group at the
Museum of the Cherokee.
But most of all -- Thank you so very much
to ASCI’s two Mexican Committees who
jumped in and worked for a year to bring
this group to Asheville. What a great
team! THANK YOU ALL!
--- Gwen Hughes, Greg Clemons and
Karon Korp

TzakBu warrior in UNCA
anthropology class

Tzakbu warrior Benji with Greg
Clemons’ Mars Hill University
Spanish class
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Celebrating World Traditions—Mountain Style
PART lll…Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia, Russia
By Ken Richards
Asheville’s delegation visited our first sister city as Gorbachev’s Perestroika and
Glastnost was in full play. The seventy-five year run of the Soviet Union was dissolving and the
Iron Curtain was raised.
Friendships were being established and Asheville soon caught the fever. Asheville’s Kitty
Boniske, honored as a life member, entrusted this
writer with a letter to be hand- delivered
requesting a Russian Sister City. It was
delivered, and by 1991 ASCI was born and the
first delegation geared up to meet their
counterparts. Thus began Citizen diplomacy

between Asheville and Vladikavkaz.
Above is pictured the first
delegation from Asheville to visit
Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia, Russia. From
that point on the area of Western North
Carolina was hearing more and more of
those speaking Russian and Ukrainian.
Two Russian food stores opened in
Asheville. Slavic Churches are now in
evidence joining the Russian Orthodox
Church that had been established in
Asheville some years earlier.
Constance and Vadim meeting with elders in
Vladikavkaz on a mercy mission. Asheville Sister
Cities was presented with an international award for
their humanitarian service to Beslan survivors by
Sister Cities International at their 50th anniversary
conference in Washington,D.C.
The ASCI delegation invited
several individuals from our first Sister
City to come and live in Asheville and
share their culture with us. Among the
first to arrive was artist Vadim Bora.
He was awarded the coveted status of
“Person with Extraordinary Abilities” by the U.S. Government in 1993 based on the merit of his
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work and granted permanent residency. He accepted US Citizenship in 2009. His paintings and
sculptures are now found across the United States and throughout Asheville.
The bottom line is that our city and beyond has been inter-culturally enriched by this
relationship of an esteemed artist from our sister city who found his home in Asheville and final
resting place at Riverside Cemetery.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Very pleased members of the
Karpenisi (Greece) Committee
during their stay in Karpenisi.

________________________________________________________________________________
A glimpse of the French city of
Saumur, nestled in the Loire
River Valley, home to many of
France’s most beautiful castles,
three of which were the
inspiration for Asheville’s
Biltmore House on the Biltmore
Estate. The Saumur Committee
is planning an ASCI delegation
to Saumur in the summer of
2017. Contact Allison Weems at
weems.allison@gmail.com .

The Saumur Committee is cohosting a champagne tasting /
Christmas gathering at Metro
Wines on Dec. 22 at 5:30 pm. All ASCI Members and Friends are invited.
______________________________________________________________________________
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Novelas de VALLADOLID
By Karon Korp
Our November Committee meeting was well attended and many thanks to our host Gwen Hughes!
Lots of ideas were shared, and exciting plans begin for some terrific events and service projects in
2017 in partnership with the San Cristóbal de las Casas committee. You’ll hear more about these at the
ASCI Annual Meeting in January and the months to come.
Our exchange student, Andrea Rivera, continues enjoying her time at Asheville High School. The
Pen Pal letters program will be sending letters and cards down to Valladolid in December from several
area elementary schools. Please let me know if any of you plan to travel to the Yucatan this spring so
we can continue sending letters down.
We are excited to start working on details for a Valladolid Delegation visit in May 2017. There is
much to do! Once we have firm dates, we’ll be meeting regularly to create the schedule and events. We
are hoping to welcome the new Mayor of Valladolid to Asheville on this trip! And of course, home
hosts will be needed for the delegates.
The Committee will not meet in December. Our next meeting will be January 11th at 5:30 (not our
normal last Wed. of the month date) at Rec Park meeting room in the Admin Building, 72 Gashes
Creek Road. Please contact me to get more involved with our group!
Have a wonderful Holiday Season¡ Feliz Navidad y Prospero Año Nuevo!

Introducing the new President of ASCI
By Andrew Craig, current President
Congratulations are in order for Karon Korp who has accepted the
presidency of ASCI for two years, beginning with the Annual
Meeting in January. The VP candidate is TBA.
I would also like to take the
opportunity to thank the
ASCI board for their
dedication to ASCI, proven
over and over by their hard
work, and to also thank the
membership that supports
the organization.
Karon Korp,
ASCI’s new President
To those who organized and participated in delegation visits,
both here and abroad, my sincere appreciation, for this is what
we are about. I encourage you to continue your support through participation.
What has often been a challenge has often led to success. Thank you for your support and best wishes
for continued success!
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ASCI’S GIVING SOCIETY
Sincere thanks to our 28 Founding Members of the Giving Society who help make it possible for
students and deserving adults to have opportunities to be a part of delegations to our Sister Cities.
These are life-changing experiences for these student recipients, as well as all of us who participate in
the plans and implement the work of a delegation visit. What an amazing gift we give deserving
members of our organization and extended university and school community. If you would like to be a
part of this group, please visit our website to print out a form and mail in your check to help support
this new ASCI initiative. We anticipate a larger need for scholarship dollars this year, as interest in
ASCI and its programs has grown!
Many thanks to our Founding Members and thanks to all who can consider making this gift to
ASCI’s Giving Society. If you would like more information, contact George Keller gakeller@gakeller.com or Gwen Hughes – gwengh@charter.net .

Membership Renewal

It's that time of year to remember to renew your membership to Asheville
Sister Cities. It may be annoying to have to redo the application form each year, but some of our
members have changed email addresses, phone #, or have decided that there is an additional committee
to join and get information about. Please make your check payable to Asheville Sister Cities (or
ASCI) and send to PO Box 2214, Asheville, NC 28802. We do take renewals at the annual meeting,
but a mail-in renewal is the most convenient way to do it. We look forward to having you with us for
the upcoming year, and hope to see you as we mingle at our annual meeting. The print-ready online
application can be found at
http://www.ashevillesistercities.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/membership-application-2016.pdf
__________________________________________________________________________________

Our new Scottish sister city
After a very successful Skype session on Oct. 26th at A-B Tech,
dates have been selected for the official ceremonies establishing
a sister city relationship with Dunkeld - Birnam in Scotland.
Celebration and signing
In Scotland on August 19-20, 2017
In Asheville on September 9-10, 2017
Please put these dates on your calendar; details will follow.
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President - Andrew Craig
Vice President – Marjorie McGuirk
Secretary – Alice Keller
Treasurer – Inge Robert
Past President – Russ Martin

kurmugon(at)bellsouth.net
marjoriemcguirk(at)gmail.com
gakeller(at)gakeller.com
irobert68(at)bellsouth.net
rmandkk(at)attglobal.net

ASCI CALENDAR OF COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES
ASCI Board Meeting

3rd Thursday of each month – 5:30 pm

2nd Thursday of each month – 5:30pm
Greg Clemons – ncchamo(at)gmail.com
Saumur Committee
4th Thursday of each month – 5:30pm
Allison Weems – weems.allison(at)gmail.com
Karpenisi Committee
Time and place TBA
Andronikos Falangas – androfal(at)yahoo.com
Valladolid Committee
Last Wednesday of the month - 5:30pm
Karon Korp – Karon(at)ashevillerealtygroup.com
Osogbo Committee
3rd Tuesday of each month – 6:00 pm
Andrew Craig – kurmagon(at)bellsouth.net
Vladikavkaz Committee
Time and Date TBA – Contact Committee Chair.
Constance Richards – schtanzi(at)aol.com
If you have a particular interest in a committee, please contact the chairperson to confirm time & place.
San Cristóbal Committee

ASHEVILLE SISTER CITIES, INC.
P. O. Box 2214
Asheville, NC 28802

