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Follow ASCI activities on the web! 
http://ashevillesistercities.org 

Like us on Facebook – keep up with ASCI news. 

Mission Statement:  Asheville Sister Cities, Inc. promotes peace, understanding, cooperation and sustainable partnerships through 
formalized agreements between International cities and the City of Asheville, North Carolina. Website: www.ashevillesistercities.org 
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Message from the President 
by Karon Korp 

     Following our Board Retreat in March, our Committee Chairs and 
dedicated Board have been hard at work putting news plans and better 
organization in place. We have an updated brochure in the works, by-laws 
are being reviewed, a new website is in the planning stage and we are 
actively looking for a new headquarters (do let us know if you have a 
space that could suit us!). The Giving Society is expanding their 
scholarship program guidelines, and an ASCI Member Survey is being 
developed. We want to hear from you when it is sent out. 
     We are excited to announce the return of our World Wide Wednesdays 
program (read more about it in this issue), the first event scheduled at the 
block off Biltmore for July 24th. 
     Our UNCA Intern, Diana Casillas, working in Saumur at the Chateau 
this summer, has had an amazing experience, we’ll learn all about her 
adventures when she returns. The Equestrian Photo Project, held in 
Saumur, France this June, had some very interesting ties to the mountains 

here. Exciting things are happening with The SEED Program and San Cristóbal de las Casas in 
Mexico. A wonderful new partnership with great results! 
     What an incredible visit we had in May with Dr. Seyi Atanda, Chair of the Osogbo, Nigeria 
committee. Several positive community meetings, new partnerships, and cooperation being created. 
     In August, a UNCA/University Alumni Group and friends will travel to Scotland, with four nights 
during their trip in our sister cities of Dunkeld and Birnam. Are they in for a treat! Such a special 
community filled with wonderful people! 
     Lots of great events and programs coming up for the fall. And let me extend an invitation for YOU 
to get involved with one of our city committees, the work is so meaningful, and rewards boundless. 
     Wherever your travels may take you this summer, know that home is not just a place, it is where 
friends and family gather. Here, and around the world. 
 
 

Organizing GLOBAL OUTLOOK 
By Jay Harris 

Global Outlook is a youth forum sponsored by ASCI, for students across WNC in 
grades 8-12 who have international and intercultural interests. The group will meet monthly on 
weekends, beginning in September. Meetings will sometimes be at places actively connected to 

other parts of the world. Members will enjoy conversations about global issues, sometimes with youth peers abroad. 
There will be guest speakers like retired Foreign Service Officers, NGO leaders, Peace Corps returnees, and business 
owners. Members will learn about international resources and opportunities for students, global career options, and 
more. For more information and to join, contact international education specialist and ASCI board member Jay Harris, 
jayharrisglobal(at)gmail.com. We would also like to hear from anyone who could host a meeting at a globally-
connected place or serve as a global guest speaker.  
Visit the Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/Global-Outlook-1462261387158585. 
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Many Hands and Hearts Went into 
ASCI Winning “Best Overall Program Award” 
By Karon Korp, President 
 
     In 2018, ASCI produced our most 
outstanding year in the organization’s 
history, with a diverse line up of exchanges, 
programs and projects. We are thrilled and 
honored to be receiving this award! We want 
to express our gratitude to our dedicated 
board, committee chairs, members, 
volunteers, partner organizations, support 
from the City of Asheville and the Mayor’s 
office, and our international counterparts, 
friends, and committees in each of our sister 
cities around the world. Many hands, many 
hearts. 
     Awards are presented to six communities 
according to population size and will be recognized at the National Conference for “Best Overall 
Program”. Additional awards are presented for: Innovation, Volunteer of the Year, and Youth 
Leadership. With 500-member communities and over 2,000 partnerships in 145 countries on six 
continents, this is a great cause for celebration for ASCI to receive this recognition from Sister Cities 
International!      
     According to SCI’s website, the “Annual Awards Program highlights sister city program 
achievements and brings international recognition to each community’s contributions to the citizen 

diplomacy movement. Sister Cities 
International established the Annual 
Awards Program in 1962 to recognize 
exceptional sister city programs.  Winners 
are highlighted on Sister Cities 
International’s website, social media 
network, in national and regional press 
outreach, as well as during the Annual 
Awards Dinner at the Annual Conference. 
The Best Overall Program Awards 
recognize sister city programs that 
demonstrate outstanding 
accomplishments in advancing the goals 
and mission of the sister cities movement. 

This award recognizes the overall program, including all sister city partnerships and affiliations.”       
     Last year was ambitious, indeed. We hosted delegations, government representatives, and guests 
from four (4) of our sister cities and developed events, activities, educational meetings and community 
engagement surrounding those visits. Two additional exchanges took place with ASCI members 
traveling to Dunkeld and Birnam, and Valladolid. Two Reaffirmation Agreements were signed with 
our Mayor at city hosted luncheons. A large humanitarian project involving several international 
organizations was completed in January with the delivery of 110 wheelchairs to our two Mexican sister 
cities. The arts, history and culture of our sister cities were shared in an expanded 7-month series of 
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“World Wide Wednesdays” programs. We partnered with the Asheville Symphony and Asheville Area 
Arts Council on two different community events celebrating our cities in Scotland and Nigeria. 
     The student group from Karpenisi had an incredible week of interactions and educational sharing. 
New partnerships were formed with the University of North Carolina-Asheville, Western Carolina 
University, Asheville Buncombe Technical 
College, and Mountain Area Health and 
Education Center/MAHEC. Several successful 
fundraising events featuring the foods and 
culture of our sister cities were held throughout 
our community, including planning for our 2nd 
Annual Global Glitz – Celebrating Diversity.     
     After 30 years, we continue to recognize the 
importance of our global friendships, and how 
we change the world through those personal 
connections. Our Mexican Wheelchair Project 
team saw firsthand with every child they put 
into a new wheelchair the deep effect of that 
kindness, and the profound impact on each 
recipient. Our meaningful dialogues with municipal representatives from Saumur, France, Osogbo, 
Nigeria and Karpenisi, Greece removed cultural barriers to understanding, giving us better perspectives 
about the common issues we face, and how we might work together for solutions. Maya Poet Donny 
Brito May touched hearts everywhere he spoke and brought our two cultures closer together through 
his poetic expression of our shared humanity. The Mexican Amber Artists we hosted with an exhibit 
and show at Jewels That Dance, and workshops at A-B Tech were amazing! The Rev. Dr. Steve 
Runholt, who exchanged pulpits with Rev. R. Fraser Penny, Minister of the Cathedral of Dunkeld, 
wrote of his journey: “I had two full weeks there, and in that time I fell totally and completely in 
love—in love with the countryside, in love with Dunkeld, and in love with the people who welcomed 
me into their pulpit and, briefly, into their lives. This was an exceptionally rich experience, because 
this trip felt like a bridge between cultures, a link that will help to establish an ongoing connection 
between our congregation and theirs, our community and theirs”. One Karpenisi student who arrived 
with a jaded view of America was told his mind would be changed during his stay with us. Upon 
leaving, his simple reply with a broad grin was, “You were right”.     
     All of these program, projects and exchanges touched the hearts and lives of many communities 
around the world, and here at home as well. The work we do is meaningful and life changing. And if 
you haven’t guessed by now, we’re pretty passionate about it. You, our ASCI Family, helped make it 
all possible. Thank you! 
 
 

our 2019 Corporate Members 
Eartheart Network, Kudzu Brands, Purplecat Networks, Spaceplan 

 

President -  Karon Korp                      Karon(at)ashevillerealtygroup.com 
Vice President 
Secretary – Alice Keller                       gakeller(at)gakeller.com 
Treasurer – Jackie Craig                     appcraft(at)bellsouth.net 
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ASCI HOSTED DELEGATE FROM OSOGBO, NIGERIA 
    Dr. Oluseyi (Seyi) Atanda, the Chairman of the Osogbo-Asheville Sister Cities Association, 
(OASCA) visited Asheville during the month of May. True to a family tradition, Dr. Atanda was 
hosted by members and friends of ASCI.  Carroll and 
Gwen Hughes helped organize a potluck dinner 
gathering in his honor. At the potluck, Karon Korp 
presented to Atanda a wheelchair that the ASCI had 
donated to the Women’s Health Center in Osogbo. 
 

Seyi enjoying a moment with Karon and Gwen  
 
     Beyond hospitality, Dr. Atanda worked on the goals 
that Osogbo and Asheville committees set for 2019. He 
met with the faculty and staff at the University of North 
Carolina, Asheville (UNCA) to follow up on the 
Memorandum of Understanding for Mechatronics 
between the school and University of Osun State that was signed in April 2018. After the meeting, a 

faculty member decided to plan a visit to the University 
of Osun State later in the school year. 
 
Seyi bonding with Hector from Mexico 
 
     He shadowed physicians and facilitated the dialogue 
on launching a hospital exchange program with 
MAHEC. In addition, an agreement was reached with 
ART on establishing a local radio station to conduct 
synchronized broadcasts of music and callers. Many 
other contacts have been established. What a fun and yet 
fruitful trip!   

     From all of us at the Osogbo Committee, 
much appreciation to the ASCI Board, 
members, friends, and establishments who 
gave their time and resources to ensure that 
Dr. Atanda’s visit was comfortable and 
productive. Thank YOU!  
 
 
 
Seyi where he was so proud to serve in 
Asheville. 
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ASCI MEMBER INTERNING AT THE SAUMUR CHATEAU  
by Jessica Coffield 
Diana Casillas made it safely to Saumur on June 5th where she had the opportunity to dine with the 
Mayor. She is staying with Marie-Odile Mallet who has a daughter currently in the US. Annette 
Bonnell, whom we met on the 2017 delegation trip, very graciously facilitated the introduction. Diana 
will be with Mme Mallet for the month of June before taking advantage of another home stay arranged 
by the city of Saumur. Diana is working at the château 
throughout the summer -- we can't wait to hear all about 
her experiences! When she returns in August the Saumur 
Committee and ASCI will have a meet ‘n' greet that 
includes a presentation by Diana about her internship and 
stay in Saumur!  

 
Photo of Diana receiving the prize that Monica Stevenson won as winner in the Sister Cities categories 
for photography. The image in the background is Monica’s photo In Concert. 

GREEN GARDENS IN SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CASAS 
By Gwen Hughes 

The San Cristobal Committee is proud to 
announce that we have received a $500 grant 
from SEED PROGRAMS 
INTERNATIONAL to provide garden seeds 
for the village of Zinquentic, Chiapas. Long-
time friend and ASCI contact in San 
Cristóbal, Ines Paniagua, teaches in this 
village and took on the leadership for this 
grant project. Ines and her team purchased 
seeds, repackaged them for families, and 

distributed them to the families of the students in the school area where the gardening work began 
during their rainy season. There is no water source in this village, so timing was critical. Water for 
drinking/cooking is trucked to the village up a very long and winding road. Among seeds purchased to 
be planted:  cilantro, jalapeno chile, cauliflower, beets, lettuce, radish, pumpkin, onions and green 
beans! We look forward to seeing more photos of the gardens in process! 
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ASCI COMMITTEE CONTACTS 
 
ASCI Board Meeting   3rd Thursday of each month – 6:00 pm 
     Parks & Rec Admin Bldg, 72 Gashes Creek Rd, Asheville 
Dunkeld-Birnam Committee  time and date TBA – Contact Committee Chair 
     Rick Lutovsky – rlutovsky(at)gmail.com 
San Cristóbal Committee  2nd Thursday, 5:30 pm 
     Lori Davis – loel.davis(at)gmail.com 
Saumur Committee   4th Monday of each month – 5:30pm 
     Jessica Coffield – jeallen8(at)gmail.com 
Karpenisi Committee   1st Monday of the month 
     Sophie Mills – smills(at)unca.edu 
Valladolid Committee   4th Wednesday of the month – 6:00pm  
     Janell Cooper – janellcooper7(at)gmail.com 
Osogbo Committee   1st Monday of the month (contact Chair for time and venue) 
     Sandra Frempong – sandraf(at)letsexploreafrica.com.   
Vladikavkaz Committee  Time and Date TBA – Contact Committee Chair 
     Constance Richards – schtanzi(at)aol.com 
Global Outlook Committee  Jay Harris – jayharrisglobal(at)gmail.com 
 
If you have a particular interest in a committee, please contact the chairperson to confirm time & place. 
 

 

  
 
 

ASHEVILLE SISTER CITIES, INC. 
P. O. Box 2214 
Asheville, NC 28802 
 


